
Hōkūlani K. Aikau (Kanaka ‘Ōiwi) is a professor and Director of the School of Indigenous 

Governance at the University of Victoria. Aikau is an interdisciplinary scholar with training in 

American Studies and Sociology and teaching experience in Political Science, Indigenous 

Politics, Native Hawaiian Politics, and Pacific Islands Studies. She is the author of the 

monograph: A Chosen People, a Promised Land: Mormonism and Race in Hawaiʻi (University 

of Minnesota Press, 2012), and co-editor of Feminist Waves, Feminist Generational Cultures: 

Life Stories from Three Generations in the Academy, 1968-1998 (with Karla Erickson and 

Jennier L. Pierce, University of Minnesota Press, 2007), Detours: A Decolonial Guide to 

Hawaiʻi (with Vernadette V. Gonzalez, Duke University Press, 2019) and Indigenous 

Resurgence in an Age of Reconciliation (with Heidi Kiiwentinepinesiik Stark and Aimée Craft, 

University of Toronto Press, 2023).With Gonzalez, she co-edits the Detours Series (Duke 

University Press). Aikau currently serves as editor for the Pacific Islands Monograph Series, 

with the University of Hawaiʻi Press. Prior to coming to Victoria, she worked at the University 

of Utah (2017-2021), where she served as director of the Pacific Islands Studies program, and 

with funding from the Andrew W. Mellon foundation, created new curricular and research 

opportunities for Pacific Islander students. Aikau and her family visited Lək̓ʷəŋən territory as 

part of a partnership between IGOV and the Indigenous Politics program at the University of 

Hawaiʻi at Mānoa, where she was a faculty member (2005-2017). In 2021, she and her children 

moved to these territories, and they strive to be good guests on these lands and work to be right 

reciprocal relationship as visitors. May 2023, Aikau volunteers to complete a one-year term for a 

vacating member of the Senate. She is standing for nomination to continue to learn about and 

contribute to the good governance of UVic. 

 


