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UVic’s Public Lectures Series features accomplished individuals from a vast array of 
academic and research endeavours. As host of this lecture series, UVic continues its 
commitment to making a vital impact on people, places and the planet.

Friday, 13 September  |  7:00 p.m. 
Hickman Building, Lecture Theatre, Room 105

Presented by the Faculty of Humanities 

Professor Walls works in literature and science and has a 
continuing interest in the German natural scientist and explorer 
Alexander von Humboldt. Her books include The Passage to 
Cosmos: Alexander von Humboldt and the Shaping of America 
(Chicago 2009), and a future work, Earthrise, on the 19th-century 
concept of Earth as a living, self-making planet. Prof. Walls 
will discuss how the Anthropocene gives new meaning to 
Humboldt’s concept of nature. She has been supported by the 
Guggenheim Foundation, the NEH, the Center for Humans and 
Nature, and the Notre Dame Institute for Advanced Studies. 

PROFESSOR  
LAURA DASSOW 
WALLS
William P. and Hazel B. White Professor of English, 
Graduate Program in History and Philosophy of 
Science, University of Notre Dame, USA

FREE & OPEN TO EVERYONE 
SEATING IS LIMITED: PLEASE REGISTER WITH EVENTBRITE 

For disability accommodation call 250-721-7512  |  uvic.ca/events

On Humboldt’s Planet: Cosmos, Gaia, 
and the Coming of the Anthropocene

ADDITIONAL PUBLIC LECTURES

Humboldt and 19th Century Concept of Nature
Friday, 13 September  |  10:30 – 11:20 a.m. 

Clearihue Building, Room A203

Prof. Walls lecture is part of the  
Facing the Anthropocene with Alexander von Humboldt’s  

Views of Nature Colloquium celebrating Alexander von Humboldt’s  
250th anniversary at the University of Victoria

The Colloquium continues Saturday 14 September  |  8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
Hickman Building, Room 105


