
satalay@umass.edu

Kisha Supernant · Jane Eva Baxter 
Natasha Lyons · Sonya Atalay  Editors

Archaeologies 
of the Heart



satalay@umass.edu

Archaeologies of the Heart



satalay@umass.edu

Kisha Supernant  •  Jane Eva Baxter 
Natasha Lyons  •  Sonya Atalay
Editors

Archaeologies of the Heart



satalay@umass.edu

ISBN 978-3-030-36349-9        ISBN 978-3-030-36350-5  (eBook)
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-36350-5

© Springer Nature Switzerland AG 2020
This work is subject to copyright. All rights are reserved by the Publisher, whether the whole or part of 
the material is concerned, specifically the rights of translation, reprinting, reuse of illustrations, recitation, 
broadcasting, reproduction on microfilms or in any other physical way, and transmission or information 
storage and retrieval, electronic adaptation, computer software, or by similar or dissimilar methodology 
now known or hereafter developed.
The use of general descriptive names, registered names, trademarks, service marks, etc. in this publication 
does not imply, even in the absence of a specific statement, that such names are exempt from the relevant 
protective laws and regulations and therefore free for general use.
The publisher, the authors, and the editors are safe to assume that the advice and information in this book 
are believed to be true and accurate at the date of publication. Neither the publisher nor the authors or the 
editors give a warranty, expressed or implied, with respect to the material contained herein or for any 
errors or omissions that may have been made. The publisher remains neutral with regard to jurisdictional 
claims in published maps and institutional affiliations.

This Springer imprint is published by the registered company Springer Nature Switzerland AG
The registered company address is: Gewerbestrasse 11, 6330 Cham, Switzerland

Editors
Kisha Supernant
Department of Anthropology
University of Alberta
Edmonton, AB, Canada

Natasha Lyons
Ursus Heritage Consulting Ltd
Coldstream, BC, Canada

Jane Eva Baxter
Department of Anthropology
DePaul University
Chicago, IL, USA

Sonya Atalay
Department of Anthropology
University of Massachusetts Amherst
Amherst, MA, USA

https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-36350-5


satalay@umass.edu

v

Preface

The volume you are about to experience was a labour of love. Emerging from a deep 
desire to change our disciplinary practices, both in how we engage with the archaeo-
logical record and in how we engage with one another, the chapters in this volume 
demonstrate the widespread and relevant nature of heart-centred archaeology. The 
seeds of the approach we define in this volume have long been germinating in both 
professional and personal contexts and were planted in several ways: through the 
interpersonal relationships between the editors and our colleagues and through our 
intellectual engagement with feminist and Indigenous archaeologies.

This volume originated from two different conference sessions: one at the World 
Archaeological Congress in Kyoto, Japan, in 2016, on the archaeology of emotion, 
and one at the Society for American Archaeology (SAA) Annual Meeting in 
Vancouver, British Columbia, in 2017, on heart-centred archaeology. We wish to 
thank everyone who participated in both sessions. We are grateful to Teresa Krauss 
at Springer for her enthusiastic support of this project from the beginning and to 
those who have attended our conference sessions. In the SAA session, Jami Macarty 
led a group of archaeologists in a heart-centred meditation, an event which was very 
powerful and memorable for all who attended. We thank Jami for her contribution 
to our session and her willingness to create a text that we could include in this vol-
ume to allow others to participate in her meditation. The SAA also hosted an online 
webinar on the topic, and we are grateful to the organization and the attendees for 
their engagement. Finally, we want to thank everyone who has taken the time to 
reach out in support and to reinforce the importance of changing our approaches to 
archaeological practice. The response to our conference session, our webinar, and a 
short piece published in the SAA Record has been beyond our expectations.

One of the greatest joys of working on this volume has been the relationships we 
have created with each other as editors, with our volume contributors, and with the 
reviewers. We are grateful for the careful and heart-centred ways our reviewers 
engaged with the materials and provided generous, thoughtful, and impactful feed-
back for us and for the contributing authors. All of the authors in the volume have 
shown great courage to share both their work and, in many cases, their hearts with 
us and with you, the readers. We appreciate how the authors embraced this project 
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and put such care into their contributions. We are also grateful to the Killam 
Research Fund at the University of Alberta for providing financial support for the 
project.

The result of these heart-centred collaborations and relations is the volume you 
see before you. It explores the possibilities of an archaeology that originates from 
the heart by centring care, relationality, rigor, and emotion. The chapters range from 
deeply personal narratives about our relations with archaeology as a discipline and 
the living beings with whom we collaborate to rich engagements with the evocative 
power of the material past. Drawing on case studies from all around the globe, the 
chapters here ask us to feel as well as think, to imagine as well as to prove, and, 
fundamentally, to engage in good relations with each other, past and present. We 
invite you to enter this volume with an open heart and leave transformed.

Edmonton, AB, Canada�   Kisha Supernant
Chicago, IL, USA�   Jane Eva Baxter
Coldstream, BC, Canada�   Natasha Lyons
Amherst, MA, USA�   Sonya Atalay 
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