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Climate Engineering” Challenges to International 
Governance (and Human Societies) 

As evidence mounts of climate change underway and seri-
ous risks to come, and efforts to limit emissions of green-
house gases continue to stall, there has been a surge of at-
tention the past few years in engineered interventions that 
can cool the Earth (on average) without reducing green-
house gases in the atmosphere – called geoengineering, or 
climate engineering.  These things pose an awful 
choice.  The climate-change risks we are already running 
are so big, the ability to limit or reverse them by cutting 
emissions so slow even if we suddenly shift to serious ef-
forts, and current efforts so un-serious, that climate engi-
neering interventions increasingly look like a highly valu-
able, perhaps essential, tool to limit global environmental 
risks.   But they don’t solve the whole problem 
(environmentally, or even climatically), and they raise many 
additional risks themselves, that many people’s reasonable 

reaction to them is horror.   
 
Dr.  Parson w i l l  d iscuss his  recent  and  
cont inuing work looking at  the r isks these  
pose,  the chal lenges of  internat ional  (and  
nat ional )  governance that  would be involved  
in  managing these r isks,  and how these  
might  f i t  into a  complete c l imate -  
change response strategy so as to  
reduce rather  than increasing tota l   
societal  r isks.   
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