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How the Internet is Transformlng the Chlnese Justice System
A Case Study of the Tort of Internet Defamation

Over the past five vyears, the
Chinese courts have engaged in an
unprecedented and massive effort
to improve transparency, posting
millions of court judgments online,
making trials public via internet video
streaming, and creating a fledgling
case precedent system to promote
consistency among different courts.

Using a case study of the tort of
internet defamation, this talk will show
how increased online transparency
is already transforming the way that
Chinese courts decide cases, and what
improvements still need to occur to
ensure that this mass of new data is
used in a way that creates fair outcomes
for those involved in legal disputes.
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Dr Colin Hawes is Associate Professor
and Director of Courses in the Law
Faculty at University of Technology
Sydney (UTS).
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He also serves on the management

committee of the Australia China Relations Institute.

Dr. Hawes joined the UTS Law Faculty in 2005 after practicing
law in Vancouver, Canada. He has published numerous articles
on Chinese corporate governance and Chinese law and society
in international journals such as Law & Society Review and
the American Journal of Comparative Law. His second book,
The Chinese Transformation of Corporate Culture (Routledge
Press 2012) traces the emergence of a uniquely Chinese hybrid
corporate form that combines economic, social and political
ends. A Japanese edition of the book was published by Chuo
University Press in 2015.
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