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DISCLAIMER

« This session provides general information.

« Information shared in this session is current as we speak and
may be subject to change without notice.

« Please do not cite any of this information in an application.

« Refer to the Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada's
(IRCC) website for the most up-to-date information at the time

you apply.

*This session is not intended for students from Continuing Studies. Email
uvcsimmigration@uvic.ca for help.*



https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/work/after-graduation.html
mailto:uvcsimmigration@uvic.ca

CASE-SPECIFIC QUESTIONS?

Email us after the session:

« Non-Business students can contact the International Centre for
Students by phone (+1 250 721 6361) or email (icsinfo@uvic.ca).

« Business students should consult the International team in the
Gustavson School of Business (gsbimmigration@uvic.ca).



https://www.uvic.ca/international-experiences/contacts/index.php
mailto:icsinfo@uvic.ca
mailto:gsbimmigration@uvic.ca

AGENDA

o Whatis a Post-Graduation Work Permit (PGWP)?
o Who is eligible for a PGWP?

o UVic definitions & PGWP eligibility

o PGWP validity

o COVID-19 considerations

o Making an online PGWP application

o |IRCC and employment resources

o FAQs



WHAT IS A PGWP?
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A PGWP IS...

An open work permit

Allows you to gain Canadian work
experience after graduation (e.g.,
full-time, part-time, self-
employment)

Possible occupational restrictions

(e.g. health care, primary/secondary
school, childcare)

Can only be issued once per
lifetime

w
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1. MUST LEAVE CANADA BY 2017/12116

2. UNLESS AUTHORIZED, PROHIBITED FROM ATTENDING ANY EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION, OR TAKING

ANY ACADEMIC, PROFESSIONAL OR VOCATIONAL TRAINING COURSE

3. NOT VALID FOR EMPLOYMENT IN BUSINESSES RELATED TO THE SEX TRADE SUCH AS STRIP CLUBS,

MASSAGE PARLOURS OR ESCORT SERVICES. ‘mmkh,
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Remerks/Cbservations:
TEMPORARY RESIDENT STATUS MAINTAINED AS PER R183(6). POST-GRADUATE WORK PERMIT.
DOCUMENT ISSUED TO PASSPORT EXPIRY DATE; MUST BE RENEWED FOR FURTHER EXTENSIONS.

*~THS DGES NOT AUTHORIZE RE-ENTRY/CEQ NAUTORISE PAS LA REENTREE™



WHO IS ELIGIBLE FOR A PGWP?

Some PGWP Criteria:
Q Complete an eligible program in Canada that’s at least 8

months in length

Q Continuous full-time enrolment in all regular academic
sessions except for authorized Leave of Absence or final term

A Distance learning must not exceed 50% of your program

If applying from inside Canada, please ensure you have a valid
study permit at the time you apply.

See full eligibility details on the IRCC website



https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/study-permit/prepare-arrival/study-permit-conditions.html#s01.1
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/work/after-graduation/eligibility.html

UVIC DEFINITIONS & PGWP ELIGIBILITY

« Full-time Definitions at UVic « Summer Session

R/

% Undergraduate Calendar % @Graduate students: Summer is not a

& Graduate Calendar scheduled break as you are required
to maintain continuous enrollment.

« Regular Academic Sessions

X/

% Winter sessions (September-April)

/7

< Undergraduate students: Check with
your Academic Adviser to confirm if

% Summer session (May-August) your program includes a scheduled
break in summer.



https://www.uvic.ca/calendar/future/undergrad/index.php#/content/5eaafdbc62250e001ae938cf
https://www.uvic.ca/calendar/future/grad/index.php#/policy/HyM9gizON?bc=true&bcCurrent=01%20-%20Registration&bcGroup=Registration&bcItemType=policies

POST-GRADUATION WORK PERMIT VALIDITY

A PGWP can be granted for a minimum of 8 months to a maximum

of 3 years.
= 8 months to < 2 years = the length of the program completed

= 2 vyearsorlonger =3 years

= Asof February 15, 2024, students who graduate from master’s degree programs
of less than 2 years (8 months minimum) may be eligible for a 3 year PGWP.

Refer to the IRCC website for processing guidelines.



https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/work/after-graduation/about.html

COVID-19 SPECIAL MEASURES




FACILITATION MEASURES: PART-TIME STATUS

Students in Canada or outside of Canada may have been
required to put their studies on hold or become part-time
students due to course cancellations that were the result of
public health measures at DLIs.

=  For the winter, spring and summer semesters of 2020 only (that is,
between January 1, 2020, and August 31, 2020), if a student’s status
changed from full-time to part-time because of changes in course delivery
at a DLI, their eligibility for a PGWP will not be impacted.




FULL FACILITATION MEASURES: DISTANCE LEARNING

All students who were enrolled in PGWP-eligible programs in
March 2020, or who started a program of study between March
2020 and August 31, 2022, are allowed to complete up to 100%

of their studies through distance learning due to the COVID-19
pandemic.




REDUCED FACILITATION MEASURES: DISTANCE LEARNING

All students who started or will start a program of study between
September 1, 2022, and August 31, 2024, are required to complete at
least 50% of their program of study in Canada (online or in class).

« For the above group of students, up until August 31, 2024, time spent
studying outside of Canada can be counted toward the overall length
of the PGWP only if it constitutes less than 50% of the program.

*Any time a student spent studying outside of Canada after August 31, 2024,

and any time spent studying outside Canada before applying for a study
permit, will be deducted from the length of the PGWP, regardless of when the

student started or will start their program of study.*




APPLYING FOR PGWP
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HOW TO APPLY FOR A PGWP

. s ;“ "° |
Apply online X ) B

In Canada: apply within 90

days after you receive your final grade
AND have a valid study permit at the
time of application

Outside Canada: apply within
180 days after you receive your final
grade

Refer to the IRCC website for full
information



https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/work/after-graduation/apply.html

DOCUMENTATION REQUIREMENTS

Application form IMM5710

Degree completion letter

Official transcript or Administrative transcript from UVic Online tools

Valid passport
Digital photo
Credit or debit card to pay your fees online

Medical exam (if applicable)

o o 0o O O 0O o0 .

Biometrics (if applicable)



https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/application/medical-police/medical-exams/requirements-temporary-residents.html
https://www.cic.gc.ca/english/information/where-to-give-biometrics.asp

PGWP APPLICATION TIPS

« Apply for graduation in your final term.

« Only request a degree completion letter when your final grades are
available in your UVic Online tools.

« Only submit your PGWP application when you receive UVic documents
(a degree completion letter AND final transcript).

« Consult the Instruction Guide [IMM 5580] as needed.

« Read the questions carefully and answer them honestly.


https://www.uvic.ca/current-students/home/graduating/index.php
https://www.uvic.ca/tools/index.php
http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/information/applications/guides/5580ETOC.asp

PGWP APPLICATION TIPS

« Online applications are saved in your IRCC secure account for up to 60
days only.

- Keep paper or electronic copies of your application form and
supporting documents.

« Take screenshots at different stages.
« Monitor your application status online.
« Consult us before you submit the application if you have questions.

« Use the IRCC Web Form to raise questions if needed.



https://www.cic.gc.ca/english/contacts/web-form.asp

YOUR IRCC ACCOUNT

Signin
IRCC secure account

We have different accounts for some applications.

You may need a different account to apply, depending on the application you submit.

Check if this is the right account for you
Slg n |n tO yOUI’ » Apply for these applications
| R CC Secu re » Check the status of these applications
account

» Upload requested documents for these applications

» Study permit applicants
o » Delays with the status of your medical exam results

» Student Direct Stream applicants

Signin o Create an account

’ GCKey username and password -..,‘ Register for an account
m Canadian Interac® Sign-In Partner

» Not sure how to signin?



https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/application/account.html

YOUR IRCC ACCOUNT

View the applications you submitted
Réview, check the slatus of read messages about your submitted applcation

Search: | Showng 010 0 of 0 entres | Show 5  + entries

Application type 11 Application number 1] Applicant name 11 Date submitted 4 Current status 11 Messages |1 Action

No dala avadabile in able

Did you apply on paper or don't 00 your onlne apphcation in your account? Add (k). your acekcabon 1o your account 1o access ¢ and check your status oning

Continue an application you haven't submitted
Contnue working on an apphcabon of profile you havent submitied or delate d fom your account

Search: 1 Showng 0w o ofdentnes | Show § + entries

Application type ! Date Created 4 Days left to submit |1 Date last saved !| Action

No data avadable i tadle

Start an application/

Apply 1o come 1o Canada Refugees: Apply for temporary health care Chtizenship: Apply for a search or proof of
Includes apphcabions for visilor visas. work and benefits citizenship.

study pormits, Express Entry and Internationa! Use this appicaton if you ae a profeciod person Use this spplcaton to apply for proof of
Expanance Canada You will need your personal or refuges claimant who wants 1o apply for the cAgzenship (czenship certficate) or fo search
redarence coda if you have one Intanm Federal Health Program czenship records



YOUR IRCC ACCOUNT

Personal checklist

Personal Reference Code

If you have already completed the Come to Canada or the Express Entry wizard, you would have received a document checklist and/or a personal
reference code, based on the answers you provided.

* Please enter your personal reference code to begin your application. (required)

(2]

Continue Cancel ‘

|1 do not have a Personal Reference Code

If you do not have a personal reference code, you may answer a series of questions to find out if you are eligible to apply for a visa and/or permit, apply
for Express Entry, and begin an online application.

If you begin your application after you have logged into your account, you will not receive a personal reference code, as the system will save your

document checklist right into your account.

Determine your eligibility and apply online:

Visitor visa, study and/or work permit —

Express Entry (EE)

International Experience Canada (IEC)



ELIGIBILITY QUESTIONNAIRE

£ Start Again & Pt B Report 8 Tachnical issus o bBep

Fiindiout if you'reieligible toﬁapglyi

How leng are you planning to stay in Canada? (requived)

Temporanly - more than 6 months

Select the code that matches the one on your passport. {requived) @
ND (Inda) .

What is your current country/territory of residence? If you are presently in Canada, you should select Canada. (required) ©

Canada
Do you have a family member who is a Canadian citizen or permanent resident and is 18 years or older? (required)

No .

What is your date of birth? (roquired) ©
1985 v August

Save and Ext Queshonnaire




ELIGIBILITY QUESTIONNAIRE

Home = Onling Senaois

£) Shat Again A Modity my Answers | @ Print

@ Report a Technical Issue 9 Help

Find out if you're eligible to apply

Are you a lawiul permanent resident of the United States with a valid allen registration card (Green Card)? (required) &

Please make a selechon bl

ﬂ Savve and Exit Cuastonnaing

What is your current immigration status in Canada? jrequired) @
Student vl

n Save and Exl Quashionnairs

Find out if you're eligible to apply

Do you plan to work on campus? (required]
No -

ﬂ Save and Exil Cuestionnaing

Mex




ELIGIBILITY QUESTIONNAIRE

Find out if you're eligible to apply
Are you a full-time student at a participating post-sscondary Institution and want to work off-campus up to 20 hours per week? [requined] ig

i L9 -

Have you recently graduated from a participating Canadian post-secondary institution for which your study program was full-time and a minimum of
sight months? (required)

Yes w

Is your work an essential part of your studies (for example, a Co-Op or internship program)? {requined)

Mo W

© Save and Exil Questionnaire Meaxt [ ]

Note: Your application and documents checklist are created
based on your answers.



ELIGIBILITY QUESTIONNAIRE

Find out if you're eligible to apply

Have you been told by an Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada office that you are approved in principle for permanent residence in
Canada? (required)

No v

Have you submitted a permanent resident application in Canada? (required)

No v

Do you have a written job offer? (required)

‘No v

o Save and Exit Questionnaire




ELIGIBILITY QUESTIONNAIRE

Find out if you're eligible to apply

Do you have an official letter from your school that confirms you've completed your study program, as well as a copy of your final transcript?
(required)

‘ Yes v

0 Save and Exit Questionnaire Next o

Find out if you're eligible to apply

What is your marital status? (required) @

Never Married/Single v

What is your province of destination? If visiting multiple provinces, select the one in which you will be spending most of your time. (required) @

‘ British Columbia v

o Save and Exit Questionnaire Next °




YOUR RESULTS

Your results

Based on the information you provided, the results) below ndicate(s) whether you may be eligibie to come to Canada

Temporary Resident Visa
You will need a temporary resident visa to retumn to Canada

If you are working or studying in Canada, your lemporary résxdont visa may expire at the same ime as your work or study permit. If your work or study
permit is expanng soon, please renaw your study or work permd first. Once your study or work permit is approved, you may apply for your temporaty
resdent visa

Post-Graduate Work Permit - in Canada

You may be eligie 1o work in Canada with a post-graduation work pecmst

Continue °

o Exit Queshonnaire



ELIGIBILITY QUESTIONNAIRE CONTINUED...

Find out if you're eligible to apply

e wou lived in 8 Seskgnated country oF Wiy 10 more than sk manths in the a8t year? jrequired) i@
M

'ﬂ' Sairany il ool Chuvalon nad o

Find out if you're eligible to apply

Do you want to work in ane of the following jobs?
=« health sclences worker
« clirdcal laboratory worker
= patient stbendant in nursing of geriadric homes
+ medical student admitted io Canada bo stbend university
« madical slactive and physician on ahort erm aasignmant
« teachar of primary or sacondary schools or other teachers of amall childran
» domestics worker, somecne who gives Inhome care to children, the eiderly and the disabled
= day nursery worker

(reguired)

M

) Save and Exit Cuastonnaire




REVIEW YOUR ANSWERS

What would you like to do In Canada?
Work

How long are you planning to stay In Canada?

P —— _

Select the code that matches the one on your passport.
IND (Indha)

What Is your current countryterritory of residence? If you are presently in Canada, you should select Canada

Cannda

Do you have a family membar who is a Canadian citizen or parmanent resident and is 18 years or older?
No

What Is your date of birth?
August 17, 1085

Are you a lawful permanent resident of the United States with a valid U. S, Citizenship and immigration Services (USCIS) number?
No s,



DOCUMENT CHECKLIST

Application Form(s)

Application Form(s)
Details Document Name Instructions  Options

Not Provided Application to Change Conditions, Extend my Stay or Remain @

] )
in Canada as a Worker (IMM5710) (required) Upload File

Supporting Documents

Supporting Documents

Details Document Name Instructions  Options

Not Provided Recent Education Transcript (required)
Not Provided Completion of Studies Letter (required) (7]
Not Provided Passport (required) 7]
Not Provided Digital photo (required) 2]

Optional Documents

Optional Documents
Details Document Name Instructions  Options

Not Provided Schedule 1 - Application for a Temporary Resident (7]

Visa Made Outside Canada (IMM 5257) Upload File

Not Provided Client Information (7]

Upload File



IF BIOMETRICS ARE REQUIRED
fes

Fees
Application Quantity Price (CAD) per unit Total (CAD)
Work Permit 1 $155 §155
Biometrics Fee 1 585 585
Open Work Permit Holder Fee 1 $100 5100

The fee shown is an estimate based on the fees in effect on the day that this Personal Reference Code s issued. The actual fees fo be paid will be calculated on the date of submission.

Total Price (CAD)  $340

How do | upload my documents?

My documents are too large to upload. How do | reduce the file size?

© Exit Questionnaire




FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS




FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQS)

How early can | submit a PGWP application?

* How long does it take to process my application?
= Estimated processing times (subject to change)

 Can | work after my final exam and before my final grade
comes out on my online transcript? (IRCC — working while
studying / temporary policy change)

 Can | work while my PGWP application is being processed?
=  Check Working while we process your application on the
IRCC website



http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/information/times/index.asp
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/work.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/work/work-off-campus.html#off-campus
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/work/after-graduation/after-you-apply.html

FAQS CONTINUED...

Can | travel outside Canada while | have a PGWP application
being processed in Canada?

* Dol need to have ajob in order to keep the PGWP valid?

e Canlrenew a PGWP?

* How can | prove to a potential employer that | am eligible to
work while | await processing of my application? (IRCC)

 Canlapply to extend my family members’ status while | apply

fora PGWP
* Open Spousal Work Permit eligibility
 Changes to open work permit eligibility for family members of
foreign workers



https://www.cic.gc.ca/english/helpcentre/answer.asp?qnum=1507&top=15
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/corporate/publications-manuals/operational-bulletins-manuals/temporary-residents/foreign-workers/public-policy-competitiveness-economy/c41-c46.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/work-canada/permit/temporary/open-work-permit-spouses-dependent-children.html

FAQS CONTINUED...

* How long does it take to receive a degree completion letter?
 How can | update my mailing address after submitting my PGWP
application?
= Use the IRCC Web Form

 Canlapply for PGWP while holding maintained status?

 What if my study permit expires after applying for PGWP and
before approval?

e |fIdon’t meet the PGWP eligibility requirements, what can | do?

e Can | submit my PGWP application upon completion of all my
course work, but before completing my co-op terms?


https://www.cic.gc.ca/english/contacts/web-form.asp

RESOURCES

Uni\{ersity International Centre
of Victoria | for Students




IRCC PGWP RESOURCES

 |[RCC
= Wwww.canada.ca/immigration
= Call Centre: +1 888 242 2100
= |[RCC Web Form

 Determine your eligibility

* |nstruction Guide [IMM 5580]



http://www.canada.ca/immigration
https://www.cic.gc.ca/english/contacts/web-form.asp
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/work/after-graduation/eligibility.html
http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/information/applications/guides/5580ETOC.asp

CAREER RESOURCES AT UVIC

e Refer to the UVic
Career Services
website for upcoming
events:

* (Career Services
events



https://www.uvic.ca/coopandcareer/events/student/index.php

IMMIGRATION ADVISING

International Centre for Students (ICS)

Hours: Monday-Friday, 9:00am-4:30pm (PT)
Phone: +1 250 721 6361 Email: icsinfo@uvic.ca

Website: https://www.uvic.ca/international-
experiences/contacts/index.php

Gustavson International
gsbimmigration@uvic.ca

Continuing Studies
uvcsimmigration@uvic.ca



mailto:icsinfo@uvic.ca
https://www.uvic.ca/international-experiences/contacts/index.php
mailto:gsbimmigration@uvic.ca
mailto:uvcsimmigration@uvic.ca

